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Blackboard No. 13

 Basic Attribution

Basic Attribution rules: 

Attribute after the first thought. Avoid leading into quotes, do not have quotes go on forever without telling the reader who is speaking. 

On first reference, give full name and title/description. 
Remember, that is year and major for students, title for staff/faculty, and age and where from for those outside the university. 

If the title is four words or more, put it after the name and do not capitalize.

If the title is three words or less, put it before the name. It is then capitalized. 

On second reference, use last name only, and make sure it is always in subject-verb order: Smythe said. 

Attribute everything you did not witness yourself, about once per paragraph. Always give credit to other media if you cannot get the information yourself, directly from the horse’s mouth. 

1. Short Quote 

First reference: 
“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington.

Second reference: “The Huskies were awesome,” Willingham said.

2. Traditional Quote (with attribution in the middle/after first thought).


“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.”
Second reference: “The Huskies were awesome,” Willingham said. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.”

3. Long Quote


“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.


“It’s great to see the Dawgs in first place again. The Trojans will be our next victim.”
4. Attribution with same speaker transition.


“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.”


Willingham said his team will enjoy being on top of the standings. 
“It’s great to see the Dawgs in first place again.”

5. Attribution using a colon.


“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.”


Willingham added: “It’s great to see the Dawgs in first place again. The Trojans will be our next victim.”

6. Transition to another speaker.

“The Huskies were awesome,” said Tyrone Willingham, football coach at the University of Washington. “Our defense was pushing the Bruins around out there, and our quarterback had a tremendous game.”


Bruins Coach Carl Dorrell said his team fought hard against a team with deeper talent.  
“We’re a gutsy little team, but we could not contend with their blazing team speed and bruising defense.”
7. Short Titles

“I believe God has a plan for all of us,” Pepperdine Chaplain Sara Barton said. “He guides and sustains us.” 
 8. Don’t lead into quotes
· DON’T: 
Freshman music major Diane Swinton said, “I love Mozart’s operas the best. They are so funny.” 
· DO: 
“I love Mozart’s operas the best,” freshman music major Diane Swinton said. “They are so funny.” 
· DO: 
Freshman music major Diane Swinton has the lead role in Mozart’s Marriage of Figarro. 
“I love Mozart’s operas the best,” Swinton said. “They are so funny.” 
